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Guest Recital:
Sylvia Ahramjian, violin
Nathan Hess, piano
Hockett Family Recital Hall
Friday, April 11th, 2014
8:15 pm
Program
Sonata in F Major, Op. 57 Antonin Dvorak
(1841-1904)Allegro, ma non troppo
Poco sostenuto
Allegro molto
Scherzo, Op. 43 Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893)
Nocturne Lili Boulanger
(1893-1918)
Scherzo-Tarentelle, Op. 16 Henri Wieniawski
(1835-1880)
Intermission
Sonata for Violin and Piano in E-flat Major, Op. 18 Richard Strauss
(1864-1949)Allegro, ma non troppo
Improvisation: Andante cantabile
Finale: Andante--Allegro
Biographies
Sylvia Ahramjian
Sylvia Ahramjian has performed repertoire from all time periods
and has many pieces by American composers in her repertoire.
She has appeared as soloist with many orchestras in the Tri
State region around Philadelphia including The Delaware and
Lancaster Symphony. With the Lancaster Symphony
performances included a world premiere by Stephen Paulus, as
well as concertos by Brahms, Korngold, Beethoven and Bach.
Her many performances in Romania have included concerts as
soloist with the Bucharest Sinfonia, the Ploiesti Philharmonic,
and orchestras in Bacau, Ploiesti, and Rimnicu-Vilcea.  She also
toured with a group that performed concerts in the Czech
Republic where she was featured as soloist. 
Trio Casals, Sylvia Ahramjian, violin, Ovidiu Marinescu, cello
and Carl Cranmer, piano, have performed repeatedly on the
Upper Hudson Chamber Music Society Chamber Series, the
Keene Valley recital series and many other regular programs in
the Delaware Valley.  In the 2008-9 season they performed the
Beethoven Triple Concerto with the Helena Montana Symphony
and the South Eastern Pennsylvania Orchestra.  Another
chamber group of which she is a member, Trio International,
played at Carnegie Hall this season and played a series of
concerts in Wyoming this month.
A well-respected teacher, Sylvia Ahramjian is Professor of Violin
and Viola at West Chester University, and a faculty member at
the Temple University Preparatory School. Her students have
attended Julliard, Curtis, and the Eastman School of Music,
Oberlin and essentially all the Ivy League Schools. They have
won many awards and honors, including performance
opportunities with the Philadelphia, Lancaster, Delaware and
Lansdowne Symphony Orchestras.  Two of her students have
won the National Competition of the Music Teachers National
Association in the High School Division. Her student quartet
from West Chester won the Eastern Division of that
Competition and was a finalist at the national competition.
Ms. Ahramjian is a graduate of the Juilliard School, where she
was a scholarship student, working with Ivan Galamian and
Margaret Pardee.  She received her Master of Music degree
from Indiana University, studying with Josef Gingold, and did
post-graduate study with Paul Rolland at the University of
Illinois completing all course work for a DMA. Sylvia Ahramjian
was the Concertmaster of the Lancaster Symphony for over 20
years. She has recorded the Khachaturian Trio on Golden Crest
Records. She also has a recording “Crossroads”, with pianist
Carl Cranmer.  She also has recorded a CD with all viola music.
Nathan Hess
Nathan Hess has appeared throughout the United States and
Europe in solo, chamber, and concerto settings. He has soloed
with the Erie Philharmonic, Erie Chamber Orchestra, Manassas
Symphony Orchestra, Western New York Chamber Orchestra,
and York Symphony Orchestra, among others. Recent guest
recital appearances and master classes have included the
Second Sunday Recital Series in Binghamton; Bowling Green
State University; West Chester University; Morgan State
University; pre-college students in the Stroudsburg, PA, area;
Buffalo Piano Teachers Forum; and the High School for the
Creative and Performing Arts in Pittsburgh. Hess holds the DMA
and MM degrees from the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music, and the BM degree from James
Madison University. For five years he chaired the piano
program at the Pennsylvania Governor’s School for the Arts.
He performed in and produced a set of recordings for the
textbook Harmony in Context, published by McGraw-Hill and
written by Miguel Roig-Francoli. Recently he presented a
lecture-recital on Ned Rorem’s Recalling at the College Music
Society Northeast Regional Conference, and last October he
was recipient of the NYSMTA Chapin Fund Grant to research
and present on the piano music of Francis Poulenc. Dr. Hess is
active in Music Teachers National Association and adjudicates
frequently throughout the region. Currently he is Assistant
Professor of Piano at Ithaca College. Each August he teaches on
the piano faculty at Rocky Ridge Music Center in Estes Park,
Colorado. He can be heard on the Centaur label in a recording
with flutist Susan Royal.
